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1
LATCHING APPARATUS AND ALSO
MEDICAL IMAGING APPARATUS WITH THE
LATCHING APPARATUS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority of German application No.
102011 082 369.7 filed Sep. 8, 2011, which is incorporated
by reference herein in its entirety.

FIELD OF INVENTION

The present application relates to a latching apparatus,
such as for housing cladding of a medical imaging apparatus,
with at least one first cladding component and at least one
second cladding component and at least one latching unit.

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION

Various demands in respect of design, service and safety
are imposed on the housing cladding for the layout of housing
cladding, such as for medical imaging devices such as mag-
netic resonance apparatuses or computed tomography appa-
ratuses etc. Thus for example, because of design aspects, no
screw connections of the housing cladding should be visible
from the outside. However, because of service aspects, all
cladding components of the housing cladding should still be
disposed to allow easy installation and dismantling. In addi-
tion, because of safety aspects, such as in respect of accessi-
bility to electronic components, the cladding components
should be able to be installed and dismantled with just one
tool.

With cladding components having a large surface area,
these requirements can lead to a conflict, since these large-
surface cladding components, because of their weight, are to
be securely disposed, such as on the one hand being securely
screwed on for example. On the other hand, because of acces-
sibility to electronic components, these large-surface clad-
ding components should also be able to be dismantled in a
very short time. These requirements have thus far only been
met in an unsatisfactory manner by using commercially-
available screw connections to attach the cladding compo-
nents and screwing the cladding components to the medical
imaging apparatus.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

The underlying object of the present application is to pro-
vide a latching apparatus by which a cost effective and con-
structively simple latching connection is achieved between
the individual cladding components of a medical imaging
apparatus. The object is achieved by the features of the inde-
pendent claims. Embodiments are described in the dependent
claims.

The application is based on a latching apparatus for hous-
ing cladding of a medical imaging apparatus with at least one
first cladding component, at least one second cladding com-
ponent and a latching unit.

It is proposed that the at least one latching unit is disposed
entirely on the first cladding component for a latching con-
nection with the at least one second cladding component. This
enables housing cladding to be disposed in a constructionally
simple manner around a detector unit of a medical imaging
apparatus. In addition, as a result of the latching unit, it is
simple to dismantle the cladding components for service
work for example. Furthermore the latching unit can be dis-
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posed in this way in a compact manner within the latching
apparatus, in which case additional installation steps and
costs can be saved here because of the simple arrangement on
only one cladding component. Operation of the latching
apparatus without tools can be achieved which, because of the
latching connection, makes it possible to easily install or
dismantle cladding components at any time.

It is further proposed that the at least one latching unit has
a latching spring with a latching wheel, through which a
latching force can be provided for a latching connection as a
result of the pre-tensioning of the latching spring. In addition,
by the latching wheel, as a result of a rotational movement
performed by the latching wheel, installation and/or disman-
tling of cladding components in an installation direction and/
or in a dismantling direction can be supported.

The latching wheel can be held in a latching position for a
latching connection with the at least one second cladding
component, if the latching wheel is supported rotatably on the
latching spring. The latching wheel is able to be rotated
around an axis which is aligned in parallel to a longitudinal
extent of a part area of the latching spring on which the
latching wheel is supported. In addition a latching movement
and/or a movement to release a latching connection can be
supported as a result of the rotatably supported latching wheel
and in this way installation and/or dismantling of cladding
components can be designed in a user-friendly manner.

It is further proposed that the latching wheel has at least
two spokes and at least two cutouts, with the at least two
spokes and the at least two cutouts being disposed in a radial
direction around an opening of the latching wheel for support
on the latching spring. This allows the latching unit to be
manufactured easily and with cost savings, by the latching
wheel being able to be attached to the latching spring during
manufacturing of the latching unit after bending and/or shap-
ing of the latching spring, wherein by the at least two cutouts,
movement of the latching wheel is also possible along the
latching spring in curved areas of the latching spring. In
addition the at least two spokes can assist a play-free posi-
tioning of the latching wheel in a latching position on the
latching spring and/or a play-free movement of the latching
wheel on the latching spring, by the spokes being able to rest
at least partly on the latching spring. The opening of the
latching wheel through which the latching spring is guided
for support of the latching wheel on the latching spring is
disposed centrally within the latching wheel. In addition to
this, the latching wheel can be embodied on both latching
wheel disk surfaces in respect of an arrangement of grooves
and spokes similarly and/or symmetrically, so that a thickness
of'the latching wheel, such as a thickness of a latching wheel
disk, can be embodied thin and in this way a sliding of the
latching wheel during installation of the latching wheel on the
latching spring, in curved areas and/or bends of the latching
spring can be achieved. This also enables hindering of a
sliding movement of the latching wheel on the latching spring
by the spokes, as would occur with a non-symmetrical
arrangement of the spokes between the two latching disk
surfaces in curved areas of the latching spring and/or in bends
of the latching spring, to be prevented.

If the latching spring has a safety area which restricts the
maximum latching movement of the latching spring, an over
tensioning of the latching spring and/or a mispositioning of
the latching wheel for a latching position can be prevented.
The safety area of the latching spring can for example be
formed by an area which in a latching movement of the
latching spring forms an angle to a direction of movement of
the latching movement of the latching spring, wherein the
angle is greater than 90° and greater than 120°. In addition the
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angle is smaller than 165° and smaller than 160°, so that a
latching movement of the latching spring, for example in a
guide channel, can only occur along a permitted area and a
movement beyond the intended latching movement can be
prevented by the safety area. In this case a latching movement
should be understood as a movement of the latching spring
which the latching spring performs to make or to release a
latching connection with a further cladding component.

In a development of the application it is proposed that the
latching unit has a base unit for supporting the latching
spring, through which the latching spring can be supported
independently of an embodiment of the at least one first
cladding component for a latching connection. The latching
unit has an attachment unit for this purpose, by which the
latching spring can be attached to the base unit, so that the
latching spring, such as during a latching process, can be
supported or disposed on the base unit in a captive manner.

The base unit is fixed to the at least one first cladding
component so that a precisely-positioned support of the latch-
ing spring on the first cladding component can be achieved for
a latching connection and in this way a tightly fitting arrange-
ment of the at least two cladding components within the
housing cladding can be achieved. In addition imprecise
arrangements of cladding components, in which for example
the cladding components are separated from one another by
large gaps, can be prevented.

For fixed, immovable support of at least one part area of the
latching spring the base unit has at least one first guide ele-
ment, so that the latching spring can always be supported here
in an optimum latching position. In addition the latching
forces which are transmitted to the latching spring for making
and/or releasing a latching connection are conducted away in
this case via the first guide element to the base unit and if
necessary to the first cladding component, and in this way
latching spring wear is minimized. In this context a fixed
support of the latching spring should be understood as the
latching spring, the part area of the latching spring supported
in the guide element, being supported in this first guide ele-
ment immovably relative to the base unit.

Furthermore itis proposed that the base unit has at least one
second guide element for mobile support of at least one part
area of the latching spring, through which the latching spring
can perform a predetermined movement sequence for a latch-
ing movement. In addition a movement of the latching spring
deviating from the latching movement can be prevented in
this case and by association a long life of the latching spring
can be achieved as a result of avoiding overtensioning of the
latching spring. In addition, as a result of an embodiment of
the guide element, a length of a latching movement can be set
and by association a latching force or spring force of the
latching spring can be set.

In an alternative embodiment of the application it is pro-
posed that the base unit has a height which is adapted at least
to a spacing of an edge area of the at least one second cladding
component to a cladding surface of the at least one first
cladding component facing towards the base unit so that a
position of the latching spring and of the latching wheel can
be adapted to a position of the at least one second cladding
component making a latching connection with the latching
wheel in a constructively simple manner. In addition toler-
ances in a thickness of the first cladding component and/or the
second cladding component can be compensated for in this
way. In this case a distance between an edge area of the at least
one second cladding component and a cladding surface fac-
ing the base unit of the at least one first cladding component
is to be understood as a distance which this edge area at a rim

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

area facing away from the first cladding component has to the
cladding surface of the first cladding component facing
towards the base unit.

In addition it is proposed that the base unit has at least one
positioning element for positioning the latching wheel on the
latching spring, through which the latching wheel can be
supported in a latching position on the latching spring and in
addition a mispositioning of the latching wheel on the latch-
ing spring can be prevented.

In addition it is proposed that, in a locking position, the
latching wheel makes a latching connection with the at least
one second cladding component. In this case a connection
between the latching unit and the at least one second compo-
nent can be achieved, wherein a stability of this connection
can depend on a latching force and/or on an embodiment of
the latching unit, such as of the latching spring. For example
the connection between the latching unit and the at least one
second cladding component can be formed by a latching
connection supporting an attachment of the second cladding
component, so that anumber of attachment elements, such as
attachment screws etc., for attaching the least one second
cladding component, can be restricted to a minimum. Ifon the
other hand the latching spring is embodied such that a cross-
section of the latching spring is greater by approximately
10% than a cross section in an embodiment of the latching
spring for a supporting latching connection, a greater latching
force between the latching unit and the at least one second
cladding component can be created and in this way additional
attachment elements dispensed with.

It is further proposed that, in the locking position, the
latching wheel has a overlap area with the at least one second
cladding component, wherein the overlap area is greater than
25% of the outer diameter of the latching wheel and less than
50% of the outer diameter of the latching wheel. In this case
the latching wheel can overlap the at least one second clad-
ding component far enough for a secure latching connection
and in addition during a release of the latching connection by
pulling away the at least one first cladding unit, a force is
transferred to the latching wheel which leads to a movement
of the latching spring along a latching movement. Further-
more this enables damage to the latching spring and/or the
latching wheel to be prevented during release of the latching
connection between the latching unit and the at least one
second cladding component.

Use of'the latching apparatus for housing cladding within a
magnetic resonance apparatus can be achieved if the latching
unit is embodied to be compatible with magnetic resonance.

The disclosed latching apparatus is suitable for attachment
of large-surface cladding components, as can be used in the
housing cladding of medical imaging devices, such as mag-
netic resonance devices. In this way a housing cladding and/
or a medical imaging apparatus, especially a magnetic reso-
nance apparatus, can be obtained in which the individual
cladding components can be disposed simply and with little
effort within the housing cladding. In this case thin-wall
cladding components can also be disposed within the housing
cladding and in such cases undesired distortion of the indi-
vidual cladding components can be prevented.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Features and details of the application emerge from the
embodiments described below and also with reference to the
drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 shows a schematic of a magnetic resonance appa-
ratus,
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FIG. 2 shows a schematic of a first view of a disclosed
latching apparatus,

FIG. 3 shows a second view of the latching apparatus,

FIG. 4 shows a third view of the latching apparatus,

FIG. 5 shows a latching wheel of the latching apparatus,

FIG. 6 shows the latching wheel together with the latching
spring of the latching apparatus and

FIG. 7 shows a housing section of housing cladding of the
magnetic resonance apparatus.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF INVENTION

FIG. 1 shows a schematic of a disclosed medical imaging
apparatus which is formed by a magnetic resonance apparatus
10. As an alternative to this the medical imaging apparatus
can also be formed by a CT apparatus or a PET apparatus
and/or by further medical apparatuses appearing sensible to
the person skilled in the art.

The magnetic resonance apparatus 10 comprises a magnet
unit 11 with a main magnet 12 for generating a strong and
constant main magnetic field 13. In addition the magnetic
resonance apparatus 10 has a cylindrical receiving area 14 for
receiving a patient 15, wherein the receiving area 14 is
enclosed in a circumferential direction by the magnet unit 11.
The patient 15 can be introduced by a patient couch 16 of the
magnetic resonance apparatus 10 into the receiving area 14.
The patient couch 16 is disposed for this purpose movably
within the magnetic resonance apparatus 10. Furthermore the
magnetic resonance apparatus 10 has housing cladding 30
surrounding the magnet unit 11.

The magnet unit 11 also has a gradient coil 17 for gener-
ating magnetic field gradients which are used for local coding
during imaging. The gradient coil 17 is controlled by means
the gradient control unit 18. Furthermore the magnet unit 11
has a high-frequency antenna 19 and a high-frequency
antenna unit 20 for exciting a polarization which is set in the
main magnetic field 13 generated by the main magnet 12. The
high-frequency antenna 19 is controlled by the high-fre-
quency antenna unit and emits high-frequency magnetic reso-
nance sequences into an examination area which is formed by
the receiving area 14. This deflects the magnetization from its
position of equilibrium. In addition magnetic resonance sig-
nals are received by the high-frequency antenna unit 20.

For control of the main magnet 11, the gradient control unit
18 and for control of the high-frequency antenna unit 20, the
magnetic resonance apparatus 10 has a control unit 21 formed
by a processing unit. The processing unit centrally controls
the magnetic resonance apparatus 10, such as for example the
carrying out of a predetermined imaging gradient echo
sequence. Control information such as imaging parameters
for example, and also reconstructed magnetic resonance
images, can be displayed on a display unit 22 for example on
at least one monitor of the magnetic resonance apparatus 10.
In addition the magnetic resonance apparatus 10 has an input
unit 23, by which the information and/or parameters can be
entered by an operator during a measurement process.

The magnetic resonance apparatus 10 shown can naturally
comprise further components that magnetic resonance appa-
ratuses 10 normally feature. The general manner in which a
magnetic resonance apparatus 10 functions is also known to
the person skilled in the art, so that the general components
will not be described in any greater detail here.

The disclosed latching apparatus 31, which is enclosed by
the housing cladding 30, is described in greater detail in
FIGS. 2 to 7. The latching apparatus 31 comprises a first
cladding component 32, a second cladding component 33 and
anumber of latching units 34, wherein FIG. 2 through 7 only
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show one of the latching units 34 by way of example. A
number of the latching units 34 within the latching apparatus
31 can depend in such cases on the size and/or weight and/or
position of the individual cladding components 32, 33 and/or
on an embodiment of the housing cladding 30.

The first cladding component 32 is attached to the second
cladding component 33 by the latching units 34 or the first
cladding component 32 is held in an attachment position on
the second cladding component 33. For this purpose the latch-
ing units 34 are disposed entirely on the first cladding unit 32.
For disposal of the latching units 34 in a magnetic resonance
apparatus 10 the latching units 34 are embodied to be com-
patible with magnetic resonance. The cladding components
32, 33 are each formed by large-area shell elements of the
housing cladding 30.

The latching unit 34 features a latching spring 35, a latch-
ing wheel 36 and a base unit 37. The latching spring 35 is
formed by a bent wire which is also embodied to be compat-
ible with magnetic resonance. The latching spring 35 has a
u-shaped part area 38 which is disposed in a center of the
latching spring 35, and two end areas 39, 40, which are
disposed in parallel to one another. The two end areas 39, 40
extend away from the u-shaped part area 38, wherein for this
purpose an outer arm 41 of the u-shaped part area 38 is longer
than an inner arm 42 of the u-shaped part area 38. An outer
end area 39 is disposed in this case on the outer arm 41 of the
u-shaped part arca 38 and an inner end area 40 on the inner
arm 42 of the u-shaped part area 38. The end areas 39, 40 are
aligned at right angles to the two arms 41, 42 of the u-shaped
part area 38. In addition the two end areas 39, 40 extend in a
same direction away from the u-shaped part area 38, wherein
the direction runs in parallel to a direction along a distance
from the outer arm 41 to the inner arm 42. The two end areas
39, 40 and the u-shaped part area 38 are additionally arranged
within one plane, so that the latching spring 35 is embodied
flat (FIGS. 2 to 4 and 6).

The outer end area 39 also has a safety area 43, which is
disposed at an end of the outer end area 39 facing away from
the u-shaped part area 38. This safety area 43 is also disposed
in a planar manner to the two arms 41, 42 and the two end
areas 39, 40, wherein the safety areca 43 makes an angle with
the rest of the outer end area 39 of less than 165° and less than
160°. In addition the angle between the rest of the outer end
area 39 and the safety area 43 is embodied greater than 90°
greater than 120°. The safety area 43 also extends from the
outer end area 39 in a direction of the inner end area 40 of the
latching spring 35 away from the outer end area 39.

The base unit 37 of the latching unit 34 is designed to
support the latching spring 35 on a first cladding component
32, FIGS. 2 to 4. To this end the base unit 37 is made of plastic
for example and fixed to the first cladding component 32. The
base unit 37 can be fixed to the first cladding component 32 in
such cases by gluing the base unit 37 to the first cladding
component 32. In addition it is also conceivable for the first
cladding component 32 to already be manufactured in one
piece with the base unit 37 by molding the base unit 37 onto
the first cladding component 32 in one piece. In addition
further base unit 37 fixings to the first cladding component 32
appearing sensible to the person skilled in the art are always
conceivable.

To support the latching spring 35 the base unit 37 has a
number of guide elements 44, 45, 46. A first guide element 44
is designed for fixed support of a part area of the latching
spring 35, with the part area being formed in this case by the
inner arm 42, which is disposed rigidly, immovably, within
the first guide element 44. The first guide element 44 here is
formed by a guide channel. A second guide element 45 is
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designed to provide mobile support for a part area of the
latching spring 35, with the part area being formed here by the
outer end area 39, which is supported movably within the
second guide element 45. The second guide element 45 is
likewise formed by a guide channel. The latching spring 35,
such as the outer end area 39 can execute a latching movement
for a latching connection along the second guide element 45
in this way. The first guide element 44 extends at right angles
to the second guide element 45. In addition the base unit 37
has a third guide element 46 which is disposed in parallel to
the second guide element 45 and is at a fixed position in the
inner end area 40 of the latching spring 35. The third guide
element 46 is likewise formed by a guide channel. The first
guide element 44 changes into the third guide element 46,
with the two guide elements 44, 46 being disposed at right
angles to one another and being connected to each other by a
guide curve. Because of this guide curve the latching spring
35 is rigidly fixed to the inner arm 42 and the inner end area
40 within the base unit 37 (FIGS. 2 to 4).

In addition the latching unit has an attachment unit 47, by
which the latching spring 35 is attached to the base unit 37.
The attachment unit 47 has a first attachment element 48,
which is surrounded by the base unit 37 and which has an
internal thread (refer to FIG. 4). The first attachment element
48 can for example be formed by a tubular nut which is
disposed molded-in by the plastic within the base unit 37. The
first attachment element 48 is disposed on the base unit 37
between the second guide element 45 and the third guide
element 46.

The attachment unit 47 also has two further attachment
elements which are formed by a safety washer 49 and a
clamping screw 50. The safety washer 49 has an external
diameter which is greater than the maximum distance 51
between the two end areas 39, 40 of the latching spring 35 so
that the two end areas 39, 40 are covered by the safety washer
49 in an attachment position. In addition the safety washer 49
has a central opening to allow the passage of a threaded bolt
of the clamping screw 50.

For attaching the latching spring 35 to the base unit 37, the
latching spring 35 is first positioned on the base unit 37 in an
attachment position. Subsequently the safety washer 49 is
laid over the latching spring 35 in the area of the first attach-
ment element 48, with the safety washer 49 resting on the
inner end area 40 of the latching spring 35. The second guide
element 45 of the base unit 37 for mobile support of the outer
end area 39 of the latching spring 35 has a support element 52
on which the safety washer 49 rests and together with the base
unit 37 forms the second guide element 45 embodied as a
guide channel with a diameter which is greater than a cross-
sectional surface of the latching spring 35 in the outer end
area 39. For attachment the clamping screw 50 is subse-
quently screwed to the first attachment element 48 and in this
way the inner end area 40 of the latching spring 35 is clamped
between the third guide element 46 and the safety washer 49
so that this inner end area 40 is supported immovably.

The base unit 37 also has a securing element 53 which is
formed by an edge of the second guide element 45 together
with an enclosing housing of the first attachment element 48
formed by the base unit 37 (FIG. 4). This securing element 53
of'the base unit 37 prevents the safety area 43 of the outer end
area 39 of the latching spring 35 from being able to be intro-
duced into the second guide element 45 during a latching
movement of the latching spring 35.

The latching wheel 36 of the latching unit 34 is shown in
greater detail in FIGS. 5 and 6. The latching wheel 36 has a
central opening 54 by which the latching wheel 36 is sup-
ported movably on the latching spring 35. Around the central
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opening 54 the latching wheel 36 has spokes 55 and cutouts
56 which are disposed alternately to one another. In the
present embodiment the latching wheel 36 has eight spokes
55 and eight cutouts 56, with four spokes 55 and four cutouts
being disposed in each case on a latching disc surface of a
latching disc of the latching wheel 36. The spokes 55 extend
in each case from an edge area of the latching wheel 36
through to the central opening 54. The two latching disk
surfaces are embodied the same or symmetrically in respect
of an arrangement of the spokes 55 and cutouts 56. By the
spokes 55 and the cutouts 56 a movement of the latching
wheel 36 on the latching spring 35 in a longitudinal extent of
the latching spring 35 is made possible. In a curved area
and/or at the bends of the latching spring 35, the latching
wheel 36, can be moved along the latching spring 35 because
of'the cutouts 56, so that an introduction and/or an installation
of'the latching wheel 36 on the already bent latching spring 35
is possible, in addition the central opening 34 of the latching
wheel 36 also has a cross-sectional surface for this purpose
which is slightly larger than the cross-sectional surface of the
latching spring 35, so that the latching wheel 36 is prevented
from tilting on the latching spring 35 during its introduction
process.

The latching wheel 36 is disposed in an installed position
on the latching spring 35 on the outer arm 41 of the u-shaped
part area 38 of the latching spring 35. Here the latching wheel
36 is disposed at a height of an attachment unit 47 or a height
between the outer end area 39 and the inner end area 40. So
that the latching wheel 36 maintains its position along the
outer arm 41, the base unit 37 has two positioning elements
57, which restrict a positional range of the latching wheel 36
on the latching spring 35 along the outer arm 41. Furthermore
there can also be provision for a positioning of the latching
wheel 36 on the latching spring 35, such as on the outer arm
41 of the latching spring 35, for the spokes 55 of the latching
wheel 36 to rest at least partly on the latching spring 35 and in
this way hold the latching wheel 36 in position. The latching
wheel 36 also has an outer jacket surface which is formed by
a sliding surface 58.

The base unit 37 is disposed on the first cladding compo-
nent 32 such that the latching spring 35 fastened in the base
unit 37 with the outer arm 41 and the latching wheel 36
disposed on the outer arm 41 face towards an edge area 59 of
the first cladding component 32 for a latching connection
with the second cladding component 33. The base unit 37 also
has a height that is adapted to a distance 60 of an edge area 61
of'the second cladding component 33 to a cladding surface of
the first cladding component 32 facing towards the base unit
37 (FIG. 7). The distance 60 extends here from a side of the
edge area 61 of the second cladding component 33 facing
away from the first cladding component 32 to the cladding
surface of the first cladding component facing towards the
base unit 37. Here the base unit 37 is embodied such that the
latching wheel 36 is at a minimum distance 62 to a cladding
surface of the first cladding component 32 facing towards the
base unit 37, which is smaller by approximately 30% and by
approximately 10% of a radius of the latching wheel 36 than
the distance 60 between the second cladding component 33
and the cladding surface of first cladding component 32.

For a latching connection between the latching unit 34 and
the second cladding component 33, the second cladding com-
ponent 33 is already installed on the housing cladding 30 of
the magnetic resonance apparatus 10. The first cladding com-
ponent 32 and the second cladding component 33 overlap in
edge areas 59, 61 in an installed position on the housing
cladding 30. The base unit 37 is installed on the first cladding
component 32 such that in addition the latching unit 34, such
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as the latching wheel 36, overlaps with the edge area 61 of the
second cladding component 33. Here the overlapping area is
greater than 25% of a diameter of the latching wheel 36 and
less than 50% of the diameter of the latching wheel 36.

During an introduction movement of the first cladding
component 32 on the second cladding component 33 the
latching wheel 36 rests on the edge area 61 of the second
cladding component 33. The introduction movement of the
first cladding component 32 here is at right angles to a clad-
ding surface of the first cladding component 32 and aligned in
a direction from a surface of the first cladding component 32
facing away from the latching unit 34 in a direction of a
surface of the first cladding component 32 facing towards the
latching unit 34.

If the first cladding component 32 is moved further along
the introduction movement, a force must be applied here that
is greater than the latching force of the latching spring 36, so
that the latching spring 35 is moved in a direction 63 of the
second guide element 45 in a direction from the latching
wheel 36 towards the attachment unit 47. This movement is
supported by the rotatable support of the latching wheel 36,
with the latching wheel 36 being disposed rotatably on the
latching spring 35 aligned around an axis that is parallel to a
longitudinal extent of the outer arm 41 of the u-shaped part
area 38 of the latching spring 35. During the introduction of
the first cladding component 32 the latching wheel 36 is
moved together with the outer arm 41 and the outer end area
39 in the direction 63 until a rim area of the edge area 61 of the
second cladding components 33 facing away from the first
cladding component 32 is disposed closer to the first cladding
component 32 than one facing away from a center of the
latching wheel 36. Subsequently, because of the latching
force of the latching spring 35, the latching wheel 36 is moved
together with the outer arm 41 and the outer end arca 39
against the direction 63, so that the introduction movement of
the first cladding component 32 is assisted. The latching
wheel 36 rolls in this case partly over the edge area 61 of the
second cladding component 33, so that the latching wheel 36
overlaps the edge area 61 of the second cladding component
33 and in this way, because of the latching force of the
latching spring 35, holds the first cladding component 32 in
position. Because of the spring force of the latching spring 35,
the latching wheel 36 overlaps the end area 61 of the second
cladding component 33 quickly, so that an installer, because
of this latching movement of the latching spring 35, obtains
feedback for secure latching.

In the present embodiment the latching spring 35 has a
cross-sectional surface which is aligned at right angles to the
longitudinal direction of the latching spring 35, of approxi-
mately 2.2 mm. With this cross-sectional surface the latching
force of the latching spring 35 is embodied such that the
latching unit 24 has a function supporting an attachment, so
that a number of attachment elements, such as screws for
example, can be minimized. If on the other hand the cross-
sectional surface of the latching spring 35 is embodied about
10% thicker, a complete attachment can be achieved by the
latching units 34 between the two cladding components 32,
33 and in such cases further attachment elements can be
dispensed with entirely.

The latching unit 34 described in FIGS. 2 to 7 is embodied
flat, so that it can be installed in a space between the housing
cladding 30 and the magnet unit 11 without additional
changes to the housing cladding 30. In addition the latching
unit 34 embodied in this way is better in respect of transmis-
sion of vibrations because of the embodiment of the latching
spring 36 and the play-free arrangement of the latching wheel
36 on the latching spring 35.
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The invention claimed is:

1. A latching apparatus for housing cladding of a medical
imaging apparatus, comprising:

a first cladding component;

a second cladding component; and

a latching unit,

wherein the latching unit is disposed on the first cladding

component for a latching connection with the second
cladding component,
wherein the latching unit comprises a latching spring with
a latching wheel,

wherein the latching spring comprises a u-shaped part area
and an inner end area and an outer end area that are
disposed in parallel to one another and extend away from
the u-shaped part area,

wherein the inner end area is disposed on an inner arm of

the u-shaped part area and the outer end area is disposed
on an outer arm of the u-shaped part area,

wherein the inner end area and the outer end area are

aligned at right angles to the inner arm and the outer arm
of the u-shaped part area respectively,
wherein the latching wheel comprises an inner portion and
an outer portion, the inner portion defining a central
opening by which the latching wheel is supported mov-
ably along the latching spring, the outer portion defining
an outer circumference configured to engage with the
second cladding component to make the latching con-
nection between the first cladding component and the
second cladding component when the latching wheel is
in a locking position,
wherein a cross-sectional surface defining the central
opening of the latching wheel is larger than a cross-
sectional surface of the latching spring to prevent the
latching wheel from titling on the latching spring during
moving on a curved area of the latching spring,

wherein the latching wheel comprises at least two cutouts
around the central opening, the at least two cutouts
defined between the inner portion and the outer portion,
and

wherein the at least two cutouts are configured to enable the

latching wheel to move along the latching spring in the
curved area during assembly of the latching unit.

2. The latching apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the latching wheel is supported rotatably on the latching
spring.

3. The latching apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the latching wheel comprises at least two spokes connecting
the inner portion and the outer portion, and wherein the at
least two spokes and the at least two cutouts are disposed in a
radial direction alternating around the central opening of the
latching wheel to be attached to the latching spring.

4. The latching apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the latching spring comprises a safety area which restricts a
maximum latching movement of the latching spring.

5. The latching apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the latching unit comprises a base unit for supporting the
latching spring.

6. The latching apparatus as claimed in claim 5, wherein
the base unit is fixed to the first cladding component.

7. The latching apparatus as claimed in claim 5, wherein
the base unit comprises at least one first guide element for
fixed support of at least one part area of the latching spring.

8. The latching apparatus as claimed in claim 5, wherein
the base unit comprises at least one second guide element for
mobile support of at least one part area of the latching spring.

9. The latching apparatus as claimed in claim 5, wherein
the base unit has a height that is at least a distance between an
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edge area of the second cladding component and a cladding
surface of the first cladding component facing towards the
base unit.

10. The latching apparatus as claimed in claim 5, wherein
the base unit comprises at least one positioning element for
positioning the latching wheel on the latching spring.

11. The latching apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the latching wheel comprises an overlap area with the second
cladding component when the latching wheel is in the locking
position, and wherein the overlap area is greater than 25% of
an external diameter of the latching wheel and is less than
50% of the external diameter of the latching wheel.

12. The latching apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the latching unit comprises a capability of being compatible
with magnetic resonance.

13. A housing cladding for a medical imaging device,
comprising:

a latching apparatus that is enclosed by the housing clad-

ding, wherein the latching apparatus comprises:

a first cladding component;

a second cladding component; and

a latching unit,

wherein the latching unit s disposed on the first cladding
component for a latching connection with the second
cladding component,

wherein the latching unit comprises a latching spring
with a latching wheel,

wherein the latching spring comprises a u-shaped part
area and an inner end area and an outer end area that
are disposed in parallel to one another and extend
away from the u-shaped part area,

wherein the inner end area is disposed on an inner arm of
the u-shaped part area and the outer end area is dis-
posed on an outer arm of the u-shaped part area,

wherein the inner end area and the outer end area are
aligned at right angles to the inner arm and the outer
arm of the u-shaped part area respectively,

wherein the latching wheel comprises an inner portion
and an outer portion, the inner portion defining a
central opening by which the latching wheel is sup-
ported movably along the latching spring, the outer
portion defining an outer circumference configured to
engage with the second cladding component to make
the latching connection between the first cladding
component and the second cladding component when
the latching wheel is in a locking position,

wherein a cross-sectional surface defining the central
opening of the latching wheel is larger than a cross-
sectional surface of the latching spring to prevent the
latching wheel from titling on the latching spring
during moving on a curved area of the latching spring,

wherein the latching wheel comprises at least two cut-
outs around the central opening, the at least two cut-
outs defined between the inner portion and the outer
portion, and
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wherein the at least two cutouts are configured to enable
the latching wheel to move along the latching spring
in the curved area during assembly of the latching
unit.
14. A medical imaging device, comprising:
a magnet unit; and
a housing cladding that surrounds the magnet unit,

wherein the housing cladding comprises a latching appa-
ratus that s enclosed by the housing cladding,
wherein the latching apparatus comprises:

a first cladding component;

a second cladding component; and

a latching unit,

wherein the latching unit is disposed on the first cladding
component for a latching connection with the second
cladding component,

wherein the latching unit comprises a latching spring
with a latching wheel,

wherein the latching spring comprises a u-shaped part
area and an inner end area and an outer end area that
are disposed in parallel to one another and extend
away from the u-shaped part area,

wherein the inner end area is disposed on an inner arm of
the u-shaped part area and the outer end area is dis-
posed on an outer arm of the u-shaped part area,

wherein the inner end area and the outer end area are
aligned at right angles to the inner arm and the outer
arm of the u-shaped part area respectively,

wherein the latching wheel comprises an inner portion
and an outer portion, the inner portion defining a
central opening by which the latching wheel is sup-
ported movably along the latching spring, the outer
portion defining an outer circumference configured to
engage with the second cladding component to make
the latching connection between the first cladding
component and the second cladding component when
the latching wheel is in a locking position,

wherein a cross-sectional surface defining the central
opening of the latching wheel is larger than a cross-
sectional surface of the latching spring to prevent the
latching wheel from titling on the latching spring
during moving on a curved area of the latching spring,

wherein the latching wheel comprises at least two cut-
outs around the central opening, the at least two cut-
outs defined between the inner portion and the outer
portion, and

wherein the at least two cutouts are configured to enable
the latching wheel to move along the latching spring
in the curved area during assembly of the latching
unit.



